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Mao’s leading critics within the Chinese Communist Party. Only l‘ater did I learn that Hai
Rui was an official in the Ming Dynasty, not in the PRC! ‘

I found my first year spent doing refugee interviews at the “old” USC an even more
rewarding experience than Ezra had predicted. I did hire several individual Chinese
tutors to help me improve my conversational Chinese, particularly focusing on
vocabulary related to my thesis project. I also hired several very eager and capable
research assistants who hc‘aj‘ped me with my research, and I practic 1lly ransacked the
reading room to read through books about China, particularly émizré accounts of| life in
the PRC (e.g. Robert Loh’s Escape from Red China), but many others as well (e.g. Allyn
and Adele Rickett’s Prisoners of Liberation). My wife and T renteh a furnished apartment
for the year on Waterloo Hill in Kowloon, which turned out to be a great location| in terms
of interviewing refugees. The interviewing apartment was located just below Waterloo
Hill, so after a day working at the USC, I could go home for an eaﬁlly dinner and then

walk down a stairway and cross the street to get to my interview appointments (typically
7-10pm).

However, the most rewarding part of my stay at the USC was %the interactions with
other researchers, both graduate students an faculty members. Most of the gradyate
students had spent a year or more in Chinese language study at the Stanford Center in
Taiwan before coming to Hong Kong, and many of them were already deep into their
thesis projects by the time | arrived. So they were much better preﬁ)ared and informed
than I was. With the Cultural Revolution stil underway, it was an exciting time tq be
puzzling over developments in the PRC, and everyone in residence was only too willing
to share the latest tips and numors, even with a poorly prepared nevs;/bie such as myself.
Among the graduate students who helped me get up to speed that year were Gordopn
Bennett, Ron Montaperto, Vic and Peggy Falkenheim, Janet Salaff, Skip Greenblatt, Lynn
White, Joe Esherick, Kent Morrison, and others. The luncheon tallci:s at the USC, and
even the ordinary lunchtime conversations, provided rich and exciting ideas and constant
encouragement. When I artived at the USC that year, one of the faculty members|in
residence was Stanley Lubman, who had bee conducting refugee i&\terviews on legal
topics. Stan very generously provided advice on how to conduct my own interviews and
allowed me to read through| some of the tranicripts of the interviews he had been
conducting. Later in my stay Susan Shirk arqved to start planned rdﬁlgee interviews for
her MIT doctoral thesis, and I passed on advice to her that I had reqeived from Stan, Janet
Salaff, and others. ‘
\

As I hope these brief details convey, the USC then, only 5 yeafs after its laungch, had
already developed into an incredibly rich resource not only for conducting research on the

such as myself could emerge ready to teach and conduct further research on contemporary

Chinese society. In my first
but later many European an

d other international China scholars also found it an in¢

year there almost all of the USC researchers were Americans,

redibly

valuable research site. I feel that I learned much more from a year at the USC than T
could have learned through several more years of China courses and language study back
on campus. To be surrounded all day for a ye{/r with conversations and ideas focused

PRC, but also for helping fill in the gaps and ihare ideas and information so that people

almost entirely on contemporary China was a heady experience. Aﬂd when I departed
Hong Kong for my new post teaching at the University of Michigan, I had completed
close to 100 in-depth interviews with PRC refugees from a variety of backgrounds,
interviews that I was able to turn into my doctoral thesis at Harvard and eventually into
my first book, Small Groups and Political Rituals in China, published in 1974,
1

I found the USC such 4 rewarding research site that I returned &0 Hong Kong for two
more year-long stints of refijgee interviewing, in 1973-74 and in 1977-78, now as a
faculty member. (I took my|first trip to the PRC in 1973 as a member of a delegation of
child psychologists, but it was not possible for Americans to conduct research within the
PRC until after diplomatic relations were established in 1979.) For my second stint, T had
a sabbatical leave scheduled at Michigan, but that would supply only a half year of my
salary. But I learned that Bernie Frolic, who had served as the USC iDirector in 1972-73,
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York University, so the USC was searching for a sucdessor to
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During the 1980s and affterward, when it became possible to conduct sociological
research inside the PRC, and influenced by the infrastructure and resources available to

me at the University of Michigan, I made a switch in my research loFale and
methodology. Starting in the late 1980s, I have directed a series of sample survey
projects in the PRC involving fixed questionnaires, first in collaboration with PRC

sociologists in several cities

(Chengdu [1987], Beijing [1991, 2000], Baoding [199

1,

1994]), and since 2004 in a series of national surveys (in 2004, 2009}, and 2014). Because

of my change in research methodology, T have not spent any extended time conduc
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research at the “new” US( located at C , although I have visited that institution a
number of times and have attended conferences and delivered talks at CUHK. Buptl
continued to advise my graduate students to spend time at the new USC, particularly to
take advantage of the extraordinary library collections available there for documentary
research, including items not readily available within the PRC. (Obviously using
“refugee interviewing” as a way to research Chinese society “at a distance,” is nd longer a
primary methodology at the CUHK USC, and since 1997 has become somewhat
oXymoronic.)

Despite my change in|research orientation in recent decades, I continue to be very
grateful for the intense learing experiences I had at the old USC. And I also very much
miss the pleasures of talking for hours each to a few dozen individ{lals about their
complex lives and experiences before they left China (essentially oral history intgrviews,
a la Studs Terkel), which i§ much more satisfying than statisticall;jlanalyzing how a much
larger number of PRC survey respondents answer dozens of fixed questions, many of
which ask them simply to fespond to various statements by saying whether they * $trongly
agree, agree, are neutral, disagree, or strongly disagree” (with those interviews all
conducted by trained Chingse student interviewers, rather than by me). Furthelmfore, |
feel proud that my projects|at the old USC allowed me to build on the progress off others
to develop methods for obtaining objective and accurate information from PRC refugees
about contemporary social patterns in the PRC, despite the atypicality and potential biases
of these refugee informants. 3

If I look back over my entire career, the research I conducted in H ng Kong| primarily
through interviewing refugges from the PRC, has stood the test of time very well,{and I
feel my publications based jupon those earlier projects are every bit as valid and
informative as the work I have published based upon my later samﬁle survey projects
conducted within the PRC.| In any case, I would not have been in a position to design
informative questions for my later PRC surveys if I had not been v‘%ell grounded on
contemporary Chinese socigty as a result of my research in Hong Kong at the old[USC.
Hence the title of this essay. I would not have had such a producti\l’_e and rewarding
career as scholar of contemporary China if I had not benefited from the extensive|time I

spent at the Universities Service Centre. I know that large numbers of other specialists on
contemporary China, in my generation and later, feel that same sen;e of deep appreciation

—_

toward the USC. Because of these feelings, the news that the Chinese University|of Hong
Kong had decided to eliminate the USC as an autonomous research and training
institution shocked and saddened me, as it did many others.
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